Planting Seeds of New Life: What’s Next for Catalina’s Second Worshipping
Community

When Catalina UMC adopted our 2025 goals at last fall’s Charge Conference, one of the
most hopeful ideas was to implement a casual contemporary Sunday morning worship
service in the Fellowship Hall. At the time, the thinking was simple and understandable:
some people previously connected to Catalina had expressed a desire to return to a style
of worship they had once loved. They told us they’d return to Catalina if the contemporary
service came back too. That was a meaningful starting point.

But as our Outreach & Worship Team has discerned, listened, and learned, the aim of a
second worship service has shifted a bit — not away from those folks, but beyond just re-
creating what once was. We believe God is inviting us to try something new: a worshipping
community that reaches new people in new ways and offers something beyond existing
worship options in Tucson. The hope is that our preview gatherings could resonate with
those previously connected to contemporary worship, as we expand our focus to meet the
needs of Catalina’s next generation.

We’ve spent time identifying who we feel called to reach:

¢ Younger generations who still seek faith and community, but whose lives may not
revolve around a traditional Sunday morning worship service — including young
adults, families juggling work, parenting, and the stress of modern life.

e Spiritually curious but disconnected — LGBTQIA+ folks, single adults, theological
progressives — who believe in God but may be skeptical of church because of
exclusion or rigid church culture. They may be willing to “try church” if it feels safe,
authentic, and relevant to their daily lives.

This past month, our Outreach and Worship Team presented its vision and plan to Church
Council, and the response was very encouraging. Council affirmed the plan’s innovation,
clarity, and care — and appreciated that we are not rushing toward a final product but
moving intentionally through a preview season. These preview gatherings, starting this fall,
allow us to experiment with different times, settings, and experiences, so we can learn
what best supports real connection and belonging.

Our first preview service is planned for Sunday, September 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel
and will run for three consecutive Sundays (September 14, 21, and 28). This contemplative,
reflective, and more casual worship gathering—possibly called Catalina Unplugged—offers
a simpler, quieter format that won’t disrupt our 10:00 a.m. traditional service, which we
remain committed to keeping strong and vibrant. In late August or early September, we will
also hold a focus group with families currently attending Catalina to better understand



their needs and hopes. Our goal is to develop programs and outreach opportunities with
young families and offer something specifically tailored to them in October or November.
Looking ahead to November and December, we’re considering preview worship services
centered around seasonal themes, such as All Saints Day, Advent, or a Longest Night
gathering. And for those who continue to feel a deep call to reintroduce a praise-style
worship service, we welcome that conversation—the Outreach & Worship Team would be
happy to connect and explore together.

Ultimately, this is about planting seeds for Catalina’s future — while also preserving and
honoring what Catalina already is. We are reaching forward with faith, trusting that the
Spirit is already moving among the people we have yet to meet. Please pray for this team,
for those we’re preparing to welcome, and for the new life God is growing in our midst!

With hope,
Pastor Kelli Knight (she/her)



